DEVICE FOR BASEBALL BATTERS 

The present invention reU.es generally to devices for assisting persons to learn spot* 
sKUs and, more particular!,, to devices for assisting persons to .earn or imp,™ batting skitis 
for playing the game of baseball. 

.„ hitting a baseball, a basebal! batter should no, extend his arms until eontac, with hall 

m e baseba,. while in tite process of swinging. Staying "inside" means that the hands of me 
batter must never be on the same tine with the bail or beyond this line of the ball. 

,f the batter dees no. «y inside me bal. wi,h his hands, he wi.l prema.urely extend his 

which resutts in a loss of power and an ineffee.ua! swing. Elmer of mese tivo occurrences cause 
a batter to go around the ball instead of directly to the ball. 

Additionally, in conducting a proper swing, .hebatter should carry his front arm parallel 

his from arm during the ac. of swinging, me undesirable action is known as "chicken winging," 
which wiU improper., raise me front shoulder, drop the back shoulder and cause the batter to 
tower .he ba. head below his hands resulting in an uppercu. swing. This type of swing wi.l also 
minimize the ability of the batter to swing on a level plane. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



It therefore is a feature of the subject invention to provide a device for assisting persons 
to learn and/or improve batting skills for playing the game of baseball. 

It also is a feature of the subject invention to provide a device for assisting persons to 
5 keep "inside the ball" when batting in the game of baseball. 

It further is a feature of the subject invention to provide a device for assisting persons 
to avoid "chicken winging" when batting in the game of baseball. 

Briefly, the present invention comprehends in its broader aspects a baseball training 
device for use in improving batting skills, the device comprising an elongated member of at least 
10 a length to extend about the torso of a wearer and form a loop, and a target member slidably 
secured to the elongated member and adapted to engage an upper arm of a wearer upon proper 
movement of the arm of the wearer during a batting swing. 

The present invention further comprehends a baseball training device for use in improving 
1 5 batting skills, the device comprising an elongated member of at least a length to extend about 
the torso of a wearer and having two distil ends, a fastener for engaging the two distal ends of 
the elongated member so as to form a loop, and a target member slidably secured to the 
elongated member, and adapted to engage an upper arm of a wearer upon proper movement of 
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the arm of the wearer during a batting swing. 

Further features and advantages of the present invention will become more fully apparent 
from a detailed consideration of the arrangement and construction of the constituent parts as set 
forth in the following description taken together with the accompanying drawings. 

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the drawings, 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the training device in accordance with 
the present invention; 

10 FIG. 2 illustrates is a perspective view of the back of the embodiment of the training 

device according to the invention as shown in Figure 1, 

FIG. 3 illustrates in a perspective view a target member forming a portion of the 
embodiment of the training device according to the invention as shown in Figure 1, 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a baseball player wearing an embodiment of the training 
1 5 device in accordance with the present invention; 
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FIG. 5 illustrates in another perspective view a baseball player wearing the embodiment 
of the training device of the invention as shown in Figure 4, and 



FIG. 6 illustrates in another perspective view a baseball player wearing the embodiment 
of the training device of the invention as shown in Figure 4. 

5 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



As shown in Figure 1 of the drawings, the training device 10 in accordance with the 
present invention comprises an elongated member 12 of at least a length to extend about torso 
of a wearer at some point above the waist. Elongated member 12 has two distil ends 14, and 

10 a fastener 16 for engaging the two distal ends of the elongated member so as to form a loop. 
Fastener 16 may be buckle as shown or alternatively a clasp, snap, hook-and-loop or other type 
of conventional fastener. Alternatively, elongated member 12 may be at least partially formed 
of a stretch type material such that fastener 16 is not necessary, the training device merely being 
slipped over the torso of the wearer and maintained in that position by the stretchable nature of 

1 5 the stretch type material. 

In use, elongated member 12 is slipped on or snugly cinched about the wearer such that 
member is not free to move relative to the torso of the wearer. If desired, shoulder straps 18 
may be attached to elongated member 12 to form a suspender-type arrangement for further 
supporting the member (see Figures 4-6 for a more complete illustration of the shoulder straps). 
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These shoulder straps 18 extend from the elongated member 12 at the front of the wearer, over 
the shoulder of the wearer, and to the elongated member at the back of the wearer. One 
shoulder strap 18 may be sufficient, but two straps may be preferable. 

5 Training device 10 of this embodiment further includes an elongated pocket or sheath 20 

on the back portion of the elongated member 12 as is shown in Figure 2. Pocket 20 defines an 
generally open cylindrical space having an opening 22. The pocket 20 on elongated member 12 
is adapted to positioned on the back of wearer as is shown in Figure 6. 

Training device 10 further includes target member 24 as shown in Figure 3. Target 
1 0 member 24 comprises a circular target 26 in the form of a disc or the like, the target being 
affixed to an elongated stem 28 having a slight curvature along its length so as to conform to 
the shape of pocket 20 when elongated member 12 is worn about the torso of a wearer. 

Target 26 of target member 24 is adapted to project a short distance away from the torso 
of the wearer. Because stem 28 loosely fits in pocket 20, target member 24 is able to slide 
1 5 relative to elongated member 12. Target member 24 may be yieldingly biased within pocket 20 
by a spring or the like. 

One use of training device 10 is illustrated in Figures 4 through 6 where the device is 
being worn by a batter 40. At the initial position of the batting swing as shown in Figure 4, 
stem 28 with attached target 26 extends from pocket 20 on elongated member 12 such that the 
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target is at a position behind leading arm 42 of batter 40. If, during a batting swing, batter 40 
correctly positions his arms, the upper portion of leading arm 42 will strike target 26 and cause 
stem 28 to be forced into pocket 20. That is, if batter 40 keeps his front arm 42 level across 
his chest and parallel to the ground during the swing, target 26 will be engaged by the front arm 
5 of the batter. At the completion of the swing as shown in Figure 6, it will be evident to batter 
40 that the swing was conducted properly as stem 28 will have been forced into pocket 20 and 
target 26 will be adjacent to opening 22 of the pocket. 

If, on the other hand, batter 40 improperly raises his front shoulder and/or extends the 
arms prematurely during the swing such as shown in Figure 5, the upper portion of leading arm 
10 42 of the batter will not strike target 26 and stem 28 will not be forced into pocket 20. That is, 
if the batter extends his arms too early (pans or sweeps), the front elbow or arm of the batter 
40 will not be able to engage target 26. At the completion of the swing, the improper swing 
motion with be apparent to batter 40 as no movement of target 26 has occurred. 



Thus, with the device of the present invention, the batter can ascertain that he indeed kept 
his arms in the proper position during the swing. Therefore, the batter can determine that he 
either did not stay inside the ball or raised his front arm while in the act of swinging and thereby 
"chicken winged" during the swing. 
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• It is contemplated that the training devices in accordance with the present invention 
further may include a signal device (not shown) in connection with the target member and/or the 
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has occurred. The si g n, d^ce nray generate a -Me sound ^or a ^ indication. The 



SI, 

the like 



Trai „i„ g devices in accordance with the invendon nray be nrade of any suitaWe nrarerial 
such as cloth, rubber or polymeric materials. 

While there has been shown and described what are considered to be preferred 
from the subject invention. 
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